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Friends of the Woodson:

It is my pleasure 
to announce that 
I will be serv-
ing as President 
of the Woodson 
Foundation for 
the 2010-11 fis-
cal year. I have 
been a member 
of the Woodson 
Foundation for 

12 years and have already served as 
President for two years. I am currently 
the Dean of Students at Madison East 
High School and have worked for the 
Madison School District for six years. 
During this time, I have witnessed 
an increase in poverty amongst our 
student body and without adequate 
resources, these students will have a 
tough time keeping up with the de-
mands of academic rigor. As a result, 
my objective as president is to gener-
ate more funding to support our youth 
that come from economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds. 

These funds will also be used to con-
tinue our Annual Thanksgiving Food 
Drive for economically disadvantaged 
families from Wright Middle School 
as well as in the Madison commu-
nity; support graduating seniors that 
are college bound and express finan-
cial need; Reading Is Fundamental 
(RIF) book distributions that provide 
new, multicultural, high-interest level 
books for students who come from 
families that can’t afford books; and 
provide cultural enrichment activities 
for youth who would otherwise go 
without.  It may not seem like much, 
but given our current economic status 
as a country, every little bit of help 
counts and is deeply appreciated.

I am eager to keep the work of the 
Woodson Foundation moving for-
ward, and I want to thank you for all 
the help you have given to the founda-
tion over the years.

Percy Brown, Jr.
President

Motto

Education 
+ 

Community Uplift 
=

 An Improved Quality of Life

Woodson Executive Board 
of Directors

•  Percy Brown, Jr., President
(Madison Metropolitan School 
District)

•  Shannon Blackamore, 
Vice President
(Madison Police Department)

•  Terrence Sims, Secretary
(University of Wisconsin-
Madison Student)

•  Lionel Norton, Treasurer
(Frontier Communications)

•  Charles H. Brown, PR Director
(Madison Area Technical College)

•  Alphonso Cooper, Parliamentarian
(State of Wisconsin)

•  Anthony Wade, At-Large
(Centers for Disease Control)

•  Charles C. Peevy, Emeritus
(General Motors Corporation)

Woodson Grants Scholarships

The Scholarship Program of the 
Woodson Foundation is pleased to 
announce its 2010.11 scholarship 
recipients.  They are Alisha Harden, 
Etelbina Rosas-Mora, and Richard L. 
Jones, Jr.  The three recipients were 
granted scholarships based on their 
academic attainments, extracurricular 
activities, and service to the commu-
nity.  Alisha is a graduate of James 
Madison Memorial High School 

and is attending the UW-Lacrosse.  
Etelbina graduated from Madison 
East High School and is enrolled at 
UW-Madison.  Richard graduated 
from Madison West High School and 
is attending UW-Madison.  Associat-
ed Bank and Mary Burke were major 
sponsors of this year’s scholarships.  
Congratulations to our scholarship 
recipients, and we wish them only the 
best in their educational endeavors.
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“Lucky Number 13 And Counting…”

The Carter G. Woodson Foundation 
RIF (Reading is Fundamental) Book 
distribution Program is again bring-
ing home the gift of reading.  This fall 
the Woodson Foundation sponsored 
Ms. Sara Knutson’s 6th grade class 
at James C. Wright Middle School, 
giving each student the opportunity 
to purchase two high-interest, mul-
ticultural books of their choice.  Do-
nating 40 books this holiday season, 
the Woodson Foundation continues 
its long-standing relationship with the 

African American Ethnic Academy.  
RIF estimates that 40% of America’s 
4th graders do not achieve basic levels 
of reading proficiency.  Buoyed by our 
13-year partnership and approval sta-
tus with RIF, the foundation provides 
books to students, motivates them to 
read, and builds relationships with stu-
dents, parents and teachers.  For more 
information, contact Langston P. Ev-
ans, Chair of the RIF Book Distribu-
tion Program, at 608.338.4016.

Who Is Carter G. Woodson?
 
Dr. Carter G. Woodson, for whom the 
foundation is named, was born to for-
mer slave parents on December 19, 
1875 in Buckingham County, Virginia.  
Although his parents were illiterate, 
Dr. Woodson autodidacticly learned to 
read and write by the time he reached 
17 years of age.  He earned his high 
school diploma at the age of 23 in 
1897.  Dr. Woodson earned a Bach-
elor of Literature degree from Berea 
College in 1903, a Master of Arts de-
gree from the University of Chicago 
in 1908, and a Ph.D. from Harvard 
University in 1912.  On September 9, 
1915, he founded the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History 
(ASNLH).  The purpose of this orga-
nization was the documentation and 

chronicling of facts and figures about 
Black history and promoting the study 
of all aspects of Black life for the bet-
terment thereof.  On January 1, 1916, 
Dr. Woodson began publishing the 
Journal of Negro History, a quarterly 
publication dedicated to the promul-
gation of Black history.  In 1926, he 
initiated the celebration of Negro His-
tory Week.  It was intended to be a cel-
ebration of the accomplishments and 
contributions that Blacks have made 
to the world throughout history.  In 
the 1970’s, Negro History Week was 
expanded from one week in February 
to span the entire month of February; 
thus, the celebration was renamed 
Black History Month.  Dr. Woodson 
was a prolific writer.  His literary com-

pendium consists of 18 books on vari-
ous aspects of Black life and Black 
history.  His preeminent work was the 
Mis-Education of the Negro.  It was 
published in 1933 and was an analy-
sis of the failure and shortcomings of 
the traditional methods of educating 
Black people and why those methods 
did more to perpetuate the second-
class citizenship status of Blacks 
rather than elevate them to first-class 
citizenship.  Dr. Woodson made his 
eternal transition on April 3, 1950.  
His body rests in Lincoln Memorial 
Cemetery just outside of Washington, 
DC.  Dr. Woodson’s legacy is one of 
perpetual pursuit of knowledge and 
history of Black people.
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2nd Annual Bowl-A-Thon, Successful

On September 4, 2010, foundation 
members and other volunteers con-
vened at Schwoegler’s Bowl for the 
annual bowling for community ser-
vice fundraiser.  The fundraiser gener-
ated approximately $1,600.00, which 
will be used to fund the foundation’s 

Scholarship Program, Reading Is Fun-
damental Book Distribution Program, 
and the Annual Thanksgiving Food 
Drives.  Foundation members solic-
ited pledges based on a predetermined 
total number of pins for three games.  
It was a very fun event and at the same 

time provided funds to uplift the Mad-
ison area community.  The foundation 
extends its profound gratitude to all 
who made monetary contributions to 
the success of the fundraiser.

Fighting Hunger

For 17 years, the Social Action Pro-
gram Annual Thanksgiving Food 
Drive has remained committed to 
helping fight hunger in the Madison 
community.  This year’s drive helped 
to feed 184 needy families and/or in-
dividuals in the Madison Area.  The 
foundation distributed food to families 
and individuals from Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church, 2nd Baptist Church, Wright 
Middle School, and the Homeless 
Meal Ministry.  This year’s drive was 

made possible by contributions from 
American Family Insurance, Copps 
Supermarket, Kraft, 2nd Harvest, and 
individual donors.  The Thanksgiving 
baskets included a turkey, stuffing, 
corn, green beans, jello, and dinner 
rolls.  We are already excited about the 
2011 Thanksgiving Food Drive as we 
look to partnerships to help feed even 
more needy families and make our 
baskets more filling and better than 
this year.  The foundation expresses 

gratitude to the volunteers from the 
churches, James C. Wright Middle 
School, area sororities and fraternities, 
and others from the community.  We’d 
like to also thank NBC Channel 15 for 
stopping by and interviewing our Im-
mediate Past President, Mr. Shannon 
Blackamore.  For more information 
on the food drive, contact Social Ac-
tion Program Chair, Lionel Norton, at 
608.347.3452.



4 THE WOODSONIAN Winter 2010

Donor Pledge
Select a Category

■■ Endowment Donor: $3,000 and up
■■ Sustaining Endowment Donor: $600 minimum installment
■■ Presidential Donor: $1,000—$2,999
■■ Gold Donor: $501—999
■■ Purple Donor: $150—500
■■ Individual Donor: $1—149

Mail this form and check or money order to : 
The Woodson Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 1494, Madison, WI 53701-1494. 

Contributions are fully income tax-deductible under section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Thank you.

Thank You, Donors

The foundation could not have 
enjoyed its tremendous success 
over the years without the financial 
assistance from its donors and the 
hard work of the volunteers.  The 
following are donors since March 
1996 and up to the publication of 
this newsletter:  Freddi Adelson, 
Dr. Sandra Adell, Peter Albert, Jane 
Albright, Fernando & Carla Alvarado, 
American Family Insurance, Michael 
Anderson, Associated Bank, Badger 
Office Supplies, H. John Ball, 
Vicki Bankston, Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers, Mary and Chuck Belin, 
Geraldine Bernard, Lamarr & Cheryl 
Billups, Borders Book Store, Peter 
and Debra Brey, Dr. Anthony Brown, 
William Brown, Mattie Brown, 
Perch & Virginia Brown, Benjamin 
& Rosalind Bryant, Angela Byars-
Winston, Patricia Cartwright, Denise 
Carty, Ed Clarke, Clorox,  Alphonso 
Cooper, Frederick B. Crawford, 
S.M. and Diane J. Crear, Community 
Pharmacy, Donald Cooper, Copp’s 
Food Center, Cub Foods, Culver’s 
Frozen Custard, Cuna Mutual Group, 
Dairy Queen, Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc., Milton and Joan Diehl, 
Cindy Douglas, Dearborn Edwards, 
Judith Emmrich, Epsilon Rho Chapter 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., 
Bob Esser, Thomas Evans, Famous 

Footwear, First Federal, Kevin Foley, 
Arnold & Carola Gains, Pauline 
Gardner, General Casualty Insurance 
Co., Chere C. Gibson, Jonathan D. 
Gramling, Jeff Greenheck, Guaranty 
Bank, Kelley Harris-Johnson, Obelia 
Hubbard, John Huth Greist & George 
Lenart Greist, Gtech Corporation, 
Gary & Gaila Hagg-Olsen, David 
and Betty Hart, Elisabeth R. Hayes, 
Virginia (Mrs. Perry) M. Henderson, 
It’s All About You Books, Inc., Mary 
Ann Jackson, Carol Jeffries, Mazie 
Jenkins, Gary Johnson, Margaret M. 
Johnson, James E. Jones, Jr., Joan 
Jones, Barbara Keresty, Kids Fund, 
Inc., Kinko’s Copies, Irwin Klibaner, 
Sharon A. Knoop, Isadore Knox, R. 
Sharon Koenen, Herbert H. Kohl 
Charities, Inc., Kohl’s Food stores, Dr. 
Burton W. Kreitlow, Helaine Kriegel, 
Robert Kuehling, Gloria Ladson-
Billings & Charles Billings,  Barbara 
Lam, Lands’ End, Howard Landsman, 
Afred Limbrick, Kathleen & Gerald 
Lindas, Madison Rotary Foundation, 
Dennis McClain, Dwight McDonald, 
Candace McDowell,  Althea A. 
McLeod, Milton McPike, Meicher 
CPA, Roberta Meyer, Tim Miller, Akira 
and Charlotte Miura, Peggy Howard 
Moore, Jim and Mary Moser, Ruth 
Murphy, Nick’s Restaurant, Lionel & 
Bernadette Norton, Harry & Edjuana 

Ogden, Ovens of Brittany, Jonathan 
Overby, Aretha Pearson, Charles 
Calvin Peevy, Mary Pennel, Patricia 
Mullen-Peterson, Mathew Peterson, 
Stephanie Bradley-Peterson, Pizza 
Hut, Placon Corporation, Playscapes, 
The MacArthur Foundation, Maria M. 
Porro-Nigh, Alda Preston, Promega 
Corporation, Mike Reid, Carol 
Reuter, Kathy Raschke, Vincent & 
Tiajuana Rice, Lewis H. & Velma 
J. Ritcherson, Jacqueline Rodman, 
Rotary Club of South Madison, 
Janaan Noonan-Sampson, Melvin O. 
Seamans, Barbara Rehmann-Seguin, 
Lynn R. & Daniel L. Shafel, Myrtle B. 
& Anthony Shanks, Sherry Simmons, 
Spaightwood Galleries, Bruce C. & 
Judy Sperling-Newton, Jerry E. Smith, 
Jr., Leotha Stanley, Dr. Linda Stewart, 
Alfonso Studesville, Lucretia Sullivan, 
Super$aver, Hazel Symonette, Rob 
Terry, Wilson & Eileen Thiede, 
Amy Jo Thorton, Joseph & Gloria 
Thomas, Al Toon, Trek Bicycle, Ray 
& Joan Unrein, Walmart/Sam’s Club, 
Anthony Wade, Dana Warren, Al 
Whitaker, Darrell Williams, Bertha 
& David Wilkerson, Wisconsin 
State Journal Youth Services, Inc., 
Woodman’s Corporation, Brennan 
Wright, Jacqueline Wright and Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.


